Ca 
bs * 
"FEET 
0 4 3 
1 3 
4 
% 


WE = | $5 


With 


II 
— 


i 
— 
— 
= 


ill 


[ 


4 doleſul ſtory Y you ſhall hear, 
In timelbrought forth to light. 
A gentleman of good gecount 
In Norfolk dwelt of late, | 
5 "Who did in honour far ſurmou nt 
MMVMVM*lioſt men oſcbis eſtate, t 


W t dies 
Wo help his life could ſave. 
lis wiſe by him as ſi . did lie, 8 7 


+ And both pofleſt one grave. 
3 No love between theſe e-. 
Each was to the other-kind, 

Im love. they liv'd, in love they died, 

And leſt two babes behind. 


8 The one a fine and pretty boy, 
1 Not paging ſive years old; 

A FT he other a girl more young than he, 
£ And fram's in plane oy > mould. 
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ow, ; BPR awell, ye pare us Gear, 
Theſe: words which 1 ſha ho 


' The Children 3 in | the V ood. 


3 _ "BRA mas Laſt Will and 
8 Teſtament. 5 


The father left his lde n, . 
As plainly doth appear, 

When he to perfect age ſhonld come, 
Three hundred younds a year. 


And to his little daughter Jane, 21 
Six hundred pounds in gold, 

To be paid on the marriage-day, 
Which might.not be controul'd. 

But if theſe children chanc'd to ugg 
Ere they to age did come, 


Fheir uncle ſhould poſſeſs their wealth, 


F. or ſo ow will GA run. 


1 wk: nale the dying - man, 
Le to my children dear, 

Be kind unto my boy and girl, 
No friend elſe have they dend 

To God and you I recommend 
My childsen dear this day; 

ut little time we have, tis ſure, 

Within this world to , jd 


Yan muſt be father and mother both, 


Art uncle. all i in-one: 


God knows What will become of them 


When we are / dead and gone. 

And thus beſpoke the mother deat, 
Oh! brother. kind, quòth he, 
Vou are the man moſt: bring ee our . 

2 wealth or miſcry. 
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H had not kept theſe pretty babes 


80 that the pretty ſ 
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| And 17 ou keep chem 3 5 
"Then God will you reward; 
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But if you otherwiſe ſhould deal, | 


God will your deeds regard. 
With lips as cold as any ſtone, 
They kif&'d their children ſmall; 


God bleſs you both, our children dear. 


Then down the-tears did fall. 


Theſe ſpeeches then the brother ſpake 
To this ſick couple there: 


The keeping of your children ſmall, 


Dear ſiſter, do not fear. __ 


| (God never proſper me nor mine, 
Nor ought elſe that I have, 


If I do wrong your children dear, 
When you are laid in grave. 


The parents being dead and gone, 
The children home he takes, 
And brings them ſtrait into his houſe, 
Where much of them he makes. 


A twelvemonth and a day, 
But for their wealth he did deviſe _ 
To take their lives away. 
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| He c with two ruffians iron, | 
Who were of furious mood, 


T bat they ſhould take theſe children 


And flay them in a wood. 255 


Then told his wife-and all he had, 


He did the children fend. 
F or to be brought up in fair Londen, 
With one that was his friend. ; 


- Away then went theſe pretty babes 
Rejoicing at that tile, 
Rejoicing with. a merry mood, 
| They ſhould on hoeback i 4. 
They nrate and prattle pleaſantly, 
As they rode on the way, 


To thoſe-that ſhould their butchers „ 


And work their li 0 decay. _ 
ch-they made, 
Made murderers traits relent, 
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Aus os who ad the 41. 
Still ſorely did repent. 
Yet one of them, "moſt hard of heart | 


Did vow to dothis charge, | 
£5 Bernd the wretch that hij ed him, 


Had paid him very large. =, 
The other won't hereto agree, 1 0 
So here they fell to ſtrite, 

And then together they did fight 
About the children's life. - 45 


And he that was of mildeſt mood 
© Did flay the other there, 
Within an unfrequented wood, 


8 While babes did quake ſor fear. 


- 


He took the children by the hand, 
While tears ſtood in their eyes, 
And bid them ftraitway follow him, 
And ſee they did not cry. 
And two long miles he led them then, 
While they for bread complain. 


When 4 come back agkin. 
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Theſe pretty va went hand in ts 
And wander'd up and down ; 
But never more did-ſee-the man 
_ - Approaching from the town. , 
Their pretty lips with blackberries 
Were all beſmear'd and dy d, 
And when they ſaw the darkſome night | | 
They fat them down and cry'd. 


Stay here, quoth he, [ll bring you bread 


Ot children that be fatherleſs, | 3 
And infants mild and .meck, - 25 3 
Take you-example by this thing, 


Tus wander'd dae pretty labs, ; 


Till death did end their grief, . 
In one another's arms they died, 
As babes wanting relief. 
No burial theſe pretty babes 
Of any man receives 


5 . * I 4 Robin: red- breaſts painfully. 


Did cover them with leaves. 


And now the heavy, wrath of God 
U pon their uncle fell, 


Yea Friendful fiends did haunt his houſe : * 


His conſcience ſelt an Hell. 


i barns were fir d, his houſe online, 


His lands were barien made, 


His Is op within the field, - 
thing with him tay'd. | 


And in a voyage to Portugal 
11 wo of his ſons cid die, 

And to conclude himſelf was brought 
To want and miſery. * 

He pawn'd and mortgaged his hand 
Ere ſeven years were out, 


So now at length this wicked hes” 


* 


The fellow that did take in hand 
The children for to kill, 

Was for a murder judg'd to die, 
As was God's bleſied will. 

He did conteſs the very truth 
' The which is here 2 


Tohheir uncle died when he for debt 


Did long in priſon ceſt. 
You that executors be made, 
And ee | 


And yield to each his right. 
Leſt God for ſuch-like cruelty, _- 
Your wicked minds requite. - 
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By this means was found out. $ 


. 


